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Blackburn is a town that has 

industry, inventiveness, skill and 

hard work woven through its 

history and shaping its future. 

This was one of the f irst 

industrialised towns in the world. 



James Hargreaves, who lived in the area, 

invented the spinning jenny, which was a 

major development in the industrialisation 

of weaving. It was an early example of 

the innovation and enterprise that has 

been a feature of the place ever since, 

leading some to describe Blackburn as 

the original Northern Powerhouse.



Now with one of the 

youngest populations in Europe, 

Blackburn is re-inventing itself: 

it has found its mojo and is 

simply bursting with potential 

that will bring prosperity 

to the place and its people.



Blackburn town centre has seen 

multi-million pound regeneration 

in recent years and the Cathedral, 

which is Lancashire’s Cathedral, 

now stands proudly 

in a transformed quarter.



This has always been a place 

that creates and makes 

things of the highest quality.

Darwen is a characterful 

market town to the south of 

Blackburn that was shaped 

by textiles, epitomised by 

India Mill which, when it was 

built in 1867, had the 

tallest and most expensive 

chimney in England at 279ft.

It’s still there today!

Blackburn College has the largest university centre in England 

and the area is home to significant multi-national businesses such 

as Crown Paints, advanced manufacturer WEC Group and paper 

related businesses such as Graham & Brown and Accrol.



Blackburn is incredibly diverse and this 

brings variety and character to different 

parts of the town. Blackburn Rovers were 

founder members of the football league and 

have previously won the Premier League 

and the town also hosts the Hawks ice hockey 

team. The Leeds and Liverpool canal winds 

its way through the town and Blackburn is 

well connected by road, rail and bus, with 

the city of Manchester just 20 miles away.
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We’ve taken a long hard look at 

our area, so we know what’s special 

about Blackburn and Darwen 

and can be clear what we need 

to focus on in order to be 

thought about and chosen. 

We’re clear on why we are special 

and how we are different.



Our new story explains what 

Blackburn and Darwen have 

to offer, captures the

essence of the area and will 

be what puts us ‘on the map’ 

for all the right reasons. 

It is unlikely that the 

words we use to represent 

this new thinking will be 

seen by our ‘customers’ 

– they’re not marketing slogans,  

but instead describe the essence  

of the ‘new Blackburn and Darwen’.  

They will determine how we develop  

our offer through the way we communicate,  

what we build, the environment  

we create and the way we behave.



Our story is inextricably linked with the Lancashire story and, not surprisingly, some of 

the themes that have emerged resonate with that narrative. The Lancashire themes of 

‘creating and making’ and ‘food and drink country’ fit particularly well with the Blackburn 

and Darwen story and our towns and the wider county support each other’s proposition. 



Whilst some elements describe 

what we have and the way we 

are now, they also reflect what 

we want and need to be in the 

future – so our approach is both 

aspirational and rooted in a 

reality that can be seen today.
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This is a place with ‘creating’ 

and ‘making’ in its DNA. 

From the mid 18th century 

to the early 20th century 

Blackburn evolved from a 

small market town into 

‘the weaving capital of  

the world’ and its population 

increased from 5,000 to 

over 130,000. 

Enterprise and entrepreneurship have 

continued to be watchwords, with a large 

number of business start-ups and an 

impressive amount of patents being granted. 

Blackburn has recently been named as one of 

the best locations in the UK to start a small 

business, while research analysing average 

wages compared to mortgage repayments 

found that Blackburn is also the best place 

in the UK to make a living. A place that’s all 

about business and all about great value.



Our economy has diversif ied and 

there are a tremendous range 

of quality and high performing 

businesses and brands across the 

area: In Blackburn, Graham & Brown 

are at the leading edge of wallpaper 

innovation and acknowledged as 

one of the UK’s coolest brands, 

with offices around the world.



EuroGarages is one of the largest independent 

petrol forecourt operators, employing over 

2,000 people and growing at pace, while 

Accrol Papers is an independent soft tissue 

converter with annual sales over £100m and 

employing over 300 people, with plans to build 

a paper mill and go into paper production.



In Darwen, Herbert  

Parkinson is John 

Lewis’s textile factory, 

spearheading a revival in 

this industry built on the 

quality of Made in Britain.
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Crown Paints is one of the UK’s leading paint manufacturers 

and employs 1,250 people at its polymer plant, 

whilst WEC Group is one of the largest engineering 

and fabrication businesses in the UK with an award 

winning Welding and Engineering Training Academy.



2016 sees the opening of ‘The Making Rooms’,  

which brings together art and technology and puts 

Blackburn firmly on the map for manufacturing innovation 

and start-up businesses. One of only two projects of 

its type in the country, it will include Lancashire’s first 

Fab Lab, featuring 3D printers and small manufacturing 

machinery so people can try out new ideas.

Training 2000 are  

one of the county  

’leading providers of 

engineering and advanced 

manufacturing training 

and are making a £1m 

investment in Blackburn on  

an advanced manufacturing 

facility to improve skills.



It’s no coincidence that the local 

motto, adopted by organisations 

including the council, Blackburn 

Rovers and Blackburn Is Open, 

is ‘by skill and hard work’. 

This symbolises the ‘new 

Blackburn’ as it looks to galvanise 

the talent, energy and insight of 

its young people to forge its 

future in the knowledge economy.



Blackburn and Darwen will 

continue to be driving forces 

within Lancashire’s economy, 

re-enforcing its position 

as the number one area in 

the UK for manufacturing.
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We are proud to be multi-cultural, with over 70 languages spoken. The area 

has seen considerable migration in the last 60 years, mostly from India and 

Pakistan, and Blackburn has one of the largest proportion of Muslims of any 

UK town. This has had a positive effect on the town, with successful Asian 

businesses and a diversity of food and fashion retailers being established.
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We want to take every opportunity to celebrate all cultures, and where possible,  

for those cultures to come together. We are developing an ambitious events programme, 

which will see activities in shared town centre spaces and also in different communities 

so people can move around the towns and experience different surroundings.



There is a particular 

desire to focus events on 

young people, building on 

the fantastic facilities  

of the college and the huge 

number of students of 

all cultures it hosts.



Whalley Range is a vibrant quarter showcasing the best of the  

sub-continent, with houses rising up the hillside. This popular and 

historic part of Blackburn sees visitors from all over the UK, who 

sample this unique ‘Gateway to Asia’. There is a thriving food and 

drink scene, with many authentic restaurants, cafes and food shops, 

and fashion and fabric stores that are nationally renowned.‘G
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At the centre of the town is King Georges Hall, which is one 

of the region’s premier live entertainment complexes.  

One of the most iconic and beautiful buildings in 

Blackburn, the former Cotton Exchange is set to be the 

focal point of the town centre again as a £5m scheme 

will see it become a major arts, culture and business 

venue. This will help transform the night time economy 

and play its part in making Blackburn the ‘place to be’.

Events and entertainment are very much part of the local scene 

and Darwen has a thriving night time economy with busy pubs, 

restaurants and nightclubs. Blackburn has focussed on using 

events to animate the town centre with considerable success; 

‘Countryside Comes to Town’ 

attracted 76,000 visitors 

in 2015 and is particularly 

appropriate for a place 

with green and attractive 

surroundings, and the Heritage 

Open Days have developed into 

Blackburn Heritage Festival, 

with a multitude of events 

celebrating local history.
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Blackburn is one of the youngest 

places in Europe, with one in four 

people under the age of 15. 

This is a tremendous asset for 

the town as harnessing the skills, 

energy and enthusiasm of these 

young people will be critical for the 

future prosperity of the area.



Equally, it should also provide the opportunity for 

a young vibe in the place through events, shopping 

and leisure. It’s important that facilities (especially 

related to the night time economy) are developed 

for this age group to ensure vibrancy in the place 

day and night, as well as more job opportunities.



Blackburn College dominates the town 

centre like a city university campus 

with amazing buildings and £65 million 

facilities for over 15,000 students, 

making it one of the largest in the UK.



The University Centre is a 

higher education institute based 

within the college, with over 

3,000 students and offering 

more than 120 degrees validated 

by Lancaster University 

amongst others. The college 

is number one in England for 

Advanced Apprentice success.



The intention is that the 

young population and the large 

number of students will provide 

a renaissance of the town 

centre, supporting new leisure 

providers, different retailers 

and a buzzing evening economy.

There’s no doubt that the college and the talent it develops and nurtures  

will be the catalyst for the growth and success of the new Blackburn.  

Equally, there are some excellent schools in the area – including Tauheedul 

Islam Girls’ High School, one of the most outstanding schools in the country 

- which are preparing the Blackburn movers and shakers of tomorrow.



It is also hoped that town centre living can emerge as a viable proposition 

and this demographic should support events and entertainment across 

Blackburn and Darwen. It will be critical that the future needs of  

businesses are matched to skills development, giving young people  

a reason to stay in the area and a job that matches their aspiration.
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Blackburn town centre has undergone 

a multi-million pound regeneration 

which has provided a new bus 

station and transformed the public 

realm with quality open space, 

seating, signage and sculptures.



This space is designed to encourage people to linger longer and 

is perfect for events where people can come together to use 

the town centre for activities other than shopping. The Mall and 

market are both great shopping destinations that are welcoming 

and with a real variety of retail offer. Part of the town centre 

transformation has created Cathedral  Quarter, which is a high 

quality public area with new offices and a fantastic setting for 

the Cathedral. This location right next to the new bus station and 

railway station will be ideal for visitors and potential businesses.



What sets Blackburn and Darwen apart is the 

setting in wonderful countryside, with views 

of amazing landscapes epitomised by the 

historic Darwen Tower, which has breathtaking 

views across a beautiful green outlook. Here 

there is space to enjoy, that offers fresh air 

and freedom whether you are walking or 

cycling and all within a few minutes of the town 

centres. For great quality of life at great value 

this is an ideal place to set up home, especially 

with Manchester literally up the road.



Nearby there are the delights 

of the Ribble Valley, with its 

fantastic scenery and wonderful 

food and drink offer, including 

the Michelin star restaurant 

and adjoining cookery school  

at Northcote and the 

Oyster and Otter, which is part 

of the Seafood Pub Company  

and was awarded Best Food Pub 

by the Great Britain Pub Awards.



Sitting at the centre 

of this new thinking 

is the essence of:
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This is a place that is thinking 

wider, bigger and bolder in 

everything it does, including 

strengthening its links and 

relationships with Manchester 

and Lancashire as part of  

cementing its role within the 

Northern Powerhouse.  

We feel and act as part of the 

Greater Manchester area and 

consider ourselves a major player 

in Lancashire, especially from  

a manufacturing and 

business perspective.



This is a place that is more confident and looking to 

its future. It is proud of its illustrious past, yet with 

the chance to make use of that legacy to create an 

exciting tomorrow. It’s a town and area that is going to 

celebrate its many special things, yet is determined to 

look outwards as it makes its way. We’re aspiring to be 

the best. All places have their time and this is ours.



NO BOUNDARIES, 
NO BORDERS, 
NO LIMITS TO 
OUR AMBITION





www.blackburn-darwen.org.uk


